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During the course of 2007 and 2008 I made several 

trips to Ghana to document the effects of microfinance 

investment in Pokuase, a small town located 

approximately one hour from the capitol city of 

Accra. I had previously traveled to Ghana for various 

photographic assignments and found the poverty 

pervasive and overwhelming. Yet this unforgiving 

environment was mitigated by the wonderful Ghanian 

people whose kindness and warmth is always evident.  

Because poverty in the third world is so endemic, 

I wanted to see for myself if rising interest and 

investment in microfinance offered a pathway out of 

the endless cycle of hardship, hopelessness and despair 

for these enterprising people.
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people and their business. The photographic essay 

that follows captures my visual impressions of the 

results of WomensTrust investment in the community 

of Pokuase. The images attempt to tell a story that 

transitions between the harsh reality of poverty to 

the far horizons of hope. The first chapter’s images 

are taken throughout Ghana and are my attempt 

to illustrate an environment of pervasive poverty.  

Ironically, the textures of decay and disrepair provide 

a rich visual landscape. However this backdrop 

presents a stark contrast to the challenging reality of 

day to day living conditions.
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WomensTrust, a microfinance operation founded by 

Dana Dakin, afforded me the opportunity to bring 

the vision of this book to life. There were several 

advantages in working with WomensTrust. Dana had 

come from a successful career in business. At the age 

of sixty, she made a commitment toward service and 

traveled to Ghana to start a microlending program 

for women that would fuel entrepreneurship and 

economic development.  She was highly motivated 

and approached microfinance in a very holistic way 

addressing healthcare and educational needs in 

the community as well as financial investments in 
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